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What can I do when authorities knock on my door? 

 

As a general rule, authorities (such as Police, Customs, Immigration, IRD or other government 

agencies) can only search your premises with your consent or a search warrant.  Only in 

limited circumstances can they search your premises without a warrant (for example, in case 

of an emergency or when they have reasonable grounds to believe that there are fire arms 

and/or drugs in the premise).  

 

Although a search is not something that anyone wishes to encounter, there are a few things 

you must know if authorities come knocking on your door asking to search your place: 

 

• Make sure you ask to see the search warrant. No warrant, no entry. 

 

• The authorities should tell you the reason for the search and the legislation they rely on 

to conduct the search so you have some ideas as to why they are here.  You are 

entitled to ask for the reason in any event.  

 

• If the authorities present a search warrant, they have the legal right to conduct the 

search.  In such case, you should ask to speak to a lawyer immediately.  

 

• If English is not your first language, ask for an interpreter or a lawyer who can speak 

your language.  

 

• The authorities should advise you of your rights under the New Zealand Bill of Rights 

Act – in simple terms it means that you are not obliged to answer any questions or 

make any statements and you have the right to speak to a lawyer without delay.   

 

• Even if the authorities fail to advise you of the rights, you should be aware that other 

than confirming your identity you do not have to answer any questions.  You must be 

aware that anything you say may be recorded and used as evidence in Court.  Some 

officers may attempt to have a friendly chat with you in order to elicit information - do 

not talk to them.  

 

• Make sure that the authorities only seize (take) items specified in the search warrant.  

At the end of the search, make sure you receive a list of all property taken and check 

that every item is accounted for.  If the authorities refuse to do so or fail to do so ask 

to speak to your lawyer immediately.  
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• Do not attempt to interfere with the officers conducting the search or attempt to 

dispose of any evidence at the scene.  It will only make things worse and you could be 

arrested and charged with obstruction or perverting the course of justice.  

 

Search and seizure is a very technical and complicated area of law and issues of technicality or 

legality simply cannot be resolved while the search is taking place.  For example, the validity 

of the search warrant and/or admissibility of evidence seized during the search is not an 

argument that you can win against the officers “on the spot”.  If there is any procedural 

impropriety it is something that your counsel can challenge in Court at a later date.  Any 

evidence that is improperly obtained may be excluded at the Court’s discretion.  

 

It is understandable that a search is a very daunting and stressful experience.  However, you 

can put yourself in the best position by remaining calm, co-operative and exercising your 

rights.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: This publication is necessarily brief and general in nature. You should seek professional advice 

before taking any further action in relation to matters dealt with in this publication.  
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